
O b j e c t i v e

BRITISH BARUNTSE EXPEDITION 1989 -  e x p e d i t i o n  r e p o r t

The o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  was  t o  make an  a l p i n e  a s c e n t  of t h e  
S o u t h - E a s t  r i d g e  of B a r u n t s e ,  7120m. The mounta in  l i e s  in t h e  Khumbu Himal 
of Nepal,  in a  r em o te  a r e a  n o t  f a r  from t h e  E v e r e s t  m a ss i f  and  q u i t e  c lo se  
t o  Makalu.

S ix  B r i t i s h  c l im b e rs  to o k  p a r t  in t h e  e x p e d i t i o n ,  l e a v i n g  Kathmandu,  Nepal  
on 2 9 t h  March 1989. The members  o f  t h e  team were David  Beer  -  a g e  41,
P a u l  E vans  -  27,  Dave H a t t o n  -  42 ,  Yvonne Holland -  31, S t e v e  Magowan -  28,  
Andy Wigley -  26.

A pproach  t o  Base  Camp

We i n t e n d e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Khumbu a p p r o a c h  march t o  t h e  a r e a  from 
t h e  r o a d  h e ad  a t  J i r i .  The r o u t e  from t h e  Dudh Kosi v a l l e y  c r o s s e s  s e v e r a l  
h igh p a s s e s  c u m u la t in g  in t h e  Mera La (5500m), which p r o v i d e s  good 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a l t i t u d e  a c c l i m a t i s a t i o n  a s  i t  g i v e s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  Hunku 
v a l l e y .  This  r em o te  v a l l e y  i s  t o t a l l y  u n i n h a b i t e d  and  Base  Camp was i n t e n d e d  
t o  be a t  i t s  head . Above t h e r e  a  45  d e g r e e  snow s lo p e  l e a d s  t o  t h e  West Col 
a t  6135m an d  t h e  S o u th  E a s t ,  r i d g e  of B a r u n t s e .

Two p rob lem s  were im m ed ia te ly  a p p a r e n t ,  t h a t  had  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  on t h e  
p l a n n e d  e x p e d i t i o n .  F i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t ,  t h e r e  were r e p o r t s  of h e a v y  l a t e  
s p r i n g  snows in t h e  m o u n ta in s  which meant t h a t  t h e  h igh  p a s s e s  t h a t  we had  
i n t e n d e d  t o  c r o s s  d u r i n g  t h e  walk in were im p a s s a b le  f o r  p o r t e r s .  Our 
a g e n t s .  Mountain T r a v e l  L t d ,  an d  o u r  s i r d a r  Dawa Tens ing ,  s t r o n g l y  a d v i s e d  
u s  n o t  t o  a t t e m p t  an a p p r o a c h  v i a  t h e  Hunku v a l l e y ,  a s  i t  would be  
im p o ss ib le  t o  h i r e  p o r t e r s ,  a n d  much t ime would be w a s t e d .  The a l t e r n a t i v e  
o f f e r e d  was f o r  a  long b u s  j o u r n e y  t o  Hille n e a r  D haran ,  an d  from t h e r e  t o  
make t h e  u s u a l  walk t o  Makalu b a s e  camp, c r o s s i n g  from t h e  Arun v a l l e y  t o  
t h e  B arun  v a l l e y  v i a  t h e  S h ip t o n  La a t  4200m. The a p p r o a c h  t o  B a r u n t s e  
would th e n  be  from t h e  e a s t  (Makalu) s ide  i n s t e a d  of from t h e  w es t .  The 
walk in t ime was e x p e c t e d  t o  be s im i la r  t o  t h a t  p l a n n ed ,  b u t  t h e r e  would be 
l e s s  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a l t i t u d e  a c c l i m a t i s a t i o n .  The r e v i s e d  p l a n  was a c c e p t e d  
a s  t h e  only  p r a c t i c a l  s o l u t i o n .

The s eco n d  problem e n c o u n t e r e d  was a  f u e l  s h o r ^ a g e  due  t o  r a t i o n i n g ,  a s  a 
r e s u l t  of a  d i s p u t e  be tw een  Nepal  an d  In d ia  o v e r  t h e i r  t r a d e  and  t r a n s i t  
a g r e e m e n t  which had  j u s t  e x p i r e d .  This  meant t h a t  t h e r e  was i n s u f f i c i e n t  
k e r o s e n e  f o r  cooking d u r i n g  t h e  t r e k  in and  a t  b a s e  camp, (we had  im p o r te d  
g a s  f o r  u s e  a b o v e  b a s e  camp), so i t  would h a v e  t o  be  s u p p le m e n te d  with  
l o c a l  wood. The i n i t i a l  b u s  j o u r n e y  from Kathmandu t o  Hille was d e l a y e d  by 
h a v in g  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  d i e s e l  f u e l ,  and  i t  t o o k  36 h o u r s  t o  t r a v e l  a b o u t  
450km, t h e  mos t t r a u m a t i c  p a r t  of t h e  whole e x p ed i t io n !

At Hille  a b o u t  30 p o r t e r s  were  h i r e d  t o  c a r r y  food  an d  eq u ip m en t ,  a n d  t h e  
t r e k  in s t a r t e d  on t h e  3 1 s t  March. A f t e r  8 d a y s  a  c h a n g e  t o  h igh a l t i t u d e  
p o r t e r s  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  j o u rn e y .  We were a t  t h e  l a s t  
i n h a b i t e d  v i l l a g e ,  T a s h ig ao n ,  an d  t h e  p o r t e r s  t h e r e  were  demanding  3 t im es  
t h e  normal pay .  This  was c a u s e d  by a Belg ian  team c l imbing Makalu,  who had  
been  t r a p p e d  by t h e  h e a v y  snows two weeks e a r l i e r ,  an d  h ad  been  a b l e  t o  p a y  
a l o t  of money in o r d e r  t o  g e t  t h r o u g h .  The t r a c k s  were  now well t r o d d e n  in 
t h e  snow a n d  would p r e s e n t  no d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  b u t  t h e  p o r t e r s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i f  
one e x p e d i t i o n  cou ld  a f f o r d  t o  p a y  e x t r a  t h e y  a l l  cou ld .  (The same problem 
was e n c o u n t e r e d  on t h e  walk ou t . )  E v e n t u a l l y  a f t e r  a  d a y ’s d e l a y ,  an d  much 
b a r g a i n i n g ,  b l u f f  and  c o u n t e r b l u f f ,  p o r t e r s  from a n e a r b y  v i l l a g e  were



fo u n d  who were  p r e p a r e d  t o  work f o r  100 Rupees  a  d a y .  (Usual r a t e  was 70  
r u / d a y ) .  J u s t  a b o v e  T a s h i g a o n  we e n c o u n t e r e d  s t r o n g  winds,  r a i n  and  snow, 
a n d  t h e  p o r t e r s  q u i t e  r e a s o n a b l y  d id  n o t  w an t  t o  p r o c e e d .  They were 
p e r s u a d e d  t o  w a i t  a t  t h e  camp a t  Kauma (3600m) r a t h e r  t h a n  d e s c e n d  a t  once.  
F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  n e x t  d a y  dawned  f i n e  an d  c l e a r  and  we c o n t i n u e d  o v e r  t h e  
S h ip t o n  La t o  t h e  B arun  v a l l e y ,  making a  t o t a l  o f  13 d a y s  walk ing t o  
H i l l a r y  B ase  Camp (5050m), where  we a r r i v e d  on 14th  April .

A n o th e r  p rob lem was e n c o u n t e r e d  f o u r  d a y s  i n t o  t h e  t r e k ,  when t h e  L iason  
O f f i c e r  (LO) an n o u n ced  t h a t  he  was i l l  an d  c o u ld  n o t  c o n t i n u e .  He i n i t i a l l y  
w a n ted  t o  remain  t h e r e  a t  K h a n d b a r i  and  meet  u s  on o u r  r e t u r n ,  b u t  s ince  
t h i s  was 9 d a y s  from Base  Camp i t  seemed co m p le te ly  p o i n t l e s s .  I t  was 
a g r e e d  w i th  o u r  s i r d a r  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  a c t i o n  was f o r  t h e  LO t o  r e t u r n  t o  
Kathmandu from n e a r b y  T u m l i n g t a r  a i r s t r i p ,  and  t h i s  i s  w h a t  h ap p en e d .  The 
LO b r i e f l y  r e  a p p e a r e d  d u r i n g  o u r  walk o u t ,  h a v in g  flown b a c k  o u t  from 
Kathmandu t o  g e t  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  e x p e d i t i o n  r e p o r t .  He r e t u r n e d  t h e  same 
way n e x t  d a y .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  a p a r t  from t h e  p o r t e r s  d i s p u t e  t h e r e  were  no 
s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s .  This  prob lem was r e p o r t e d  t o  
t h e  g o v e rn m e n t  a u t h o r i t i e s  a f t e r  o u r  r e t u r n .

H igher  camps

The p o s i t i o n  o f  o u r  Base  Cam-p (BC) m ean t  t h a t  we had  a l o n g e r  an d  more 
c o m p l i c a t e d  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  m o u n ta in  t h a n  we had  a n t i c i p a t e d ,  an d  t h e r e  was 
a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  b a r r i e r  t o  ove rcom e  a s  we c o u ld n ’t  s ee  B a r u n t s e .  I t  soon 
became c l e a r  t h a t  we would h a v e  t o  s e t  up  an Advanced B ase  Camp (ABC) s in ce  
t h e  Barun  v a l l e y  a b o v e  BC was f i l l e d  with  p i l e s  of lo o se  r o c k  and  i c e  c l i f f s  
which to o k  a  l o t  of t ime an d  e f f o r t  t o  c r o s s .  The l a t e r a l  m o ra in e s  were v e r y  
lo o s e  an d  a l s o  e x p o s e d  t o  r o c k  f a l l s  so were  b e s t  a v o id e d .  ¥e  h ad  6 peo p le  
an d  3 weeks a t  o r  a b o v e  b a s e  camp and  we i n t e n d e d  t o  climb a l p i n e  s t y l e  in 
twos  o r  t h r e e s  a s  h e a l t h ,  f i t n e s s  a n d  a c c l i m a t i s a t i o n  p e r m i t t e d ,  s e t t i n g  up 
an d  s t o c k i n g  one o r  two h igh  camps  a s  we p r o c e e d e d .  T h e re  were  no p o r t e r s  
a b o v e  b a s e  camp and  w h a t e v e r  we w a n te d  had  t o  be c a r r i e d  up  o u r s e l v e s .

From BC, a c c l i m a t i s a t i o n  c l im bs  were  made t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  a p p r o a c h  r o u t e s  t o  
t h e  SE r i d g e  of t h e  m oun ta in .  The g l a c i e r  l e a d i n g  up  t o  S h e r p a n i  Col (6146m 
on 1988 NGS map) was t h e  f i r s t  c h o ic e  b u t  l i k e  a l l  t h o s e  in t h i s  a r e a ,  had 
r e c e d e d  s in c e  i n i t i a l  e x p l o r a t i o n s  were  made, l e a v i n g  a  s h a t t e r e d  r o c k y  
h eadw a l l  a t  t h e  t o p .  The a p p r o a c h  on t h i s  g l a c i e r  a l s o  m ean t  t h a t  i t  was 
n e c e s s a r y  t o  p a s s  u n d e r  a  l i n e  o f  h an g in g  s e r a c s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  e a s t ,  t o  
a v o id  a  b a d l y  c r e v a s s e d  r e g i o n  -  two good r e a s o n s  t o  a v o i d  t h i s  r o u t e .

The n e x t  p o s s i b i l i t y  was a n o t h e r  s p u r  o f f  t h e  Barun  v a l l e y  c o n t a i n i n g  a 
g l a c i e r  d e s c e n d in g  from an  u n -n a m e d  p a s s  (6131m) on t h e  map. This  co l was 
a l s o  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  g l a c i e r  by s t e e p  lo o s e  ro c k ,  b u t  by 
t a k i n g  a  r i g h t  f o r k  when a s c e n d i n g  t h e  g l a c i e r ,  an a p p r o a c h  t o  a  p o i n t  
m arked  a s  6183m on t h e  map was fo u n d ,  which we c a l l e d  E a s t  Col. T h e re  was a  
ro c k y  s c r a m b le  of a b o u t  50  m e t r e s  from t h e  t o p  of t h e  g l a c i e r  t o  t h e  r i d g e  
and  an  i c e  s lo p e  of a b o u t  5 0  d e g r e e s  on t h e  w es t  s id e ,  l e a d i n g  in a b o u t  65  
m e t r e s  down a c r o s s  a  small  b e r g s c h r u n d  t o  t h e  Lower B a ru n  g l a c i e r .

We had  no p r i o r  knowledge o f  any  of  t h i s  a r e a  so so we were  e x p l o r i n g  and  
p la n n in g  a s  we went.  ABC was s e t  up  on t h e  moraine  a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  E a s t  
Col v a l l e y  on 19th  Apri l ,  a t  5300m. The a p p r o a c h  from BC e n t a i l e d  s e v e r a l  
h o u r s  of t e d i o u s  walking o v e r  t h e  u n d u l a t i n g  m ora ines  of t h e  B a ru n  v a l l e y  
b e f o r e  a s c e n d i n g  t h e  s id e  v a l l e y  f o r  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e .  T h r e e  t e n t s  were 
p i t c h e d  on a  t i n y  l e v e l  a r e a  amid s t e e p  lo o s e  b o u l d e r s ,  by  a  s t r e a m  flowing 
from t h e  g l a c i e r  ab o v e .  The p o s i t i o n  was n o t  i d e a l  and  f l o o d s  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  
e n g u l f  u s  s e v e r a l  t im e s  in t h e  fo l lowing  weeks a s  t h e  w e a t h e r  warmed up, 
f o r t u n a t e l y  w i t h o u t  s u c c e s s .



Camp 1 (6130m), a  snowhole l a r g e  enough  f o r  t h r e e ,  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on 2 4 t h  
A pr i l  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  g l a c i e r ,  j u s t  below E a s t  Col. The p r e v i o u s  n i g h t  a  
b iv o u a c  was u s e d  b e n e a t h  some o v e r h a n g i n g  r o c k s  a t  5800m, on t h e  s id e  of 
t h e  g l a c i e r .  The walk from ABC t o  Camp 1 was f o r  h a l f  t h e  t ime up s t e e p ,  
lo o s e  mora ine  b o u l d e r s ,  a n d  t h e n  up  t h e  g l a c i e r  i t s e l f  which was q u i t e  
s t r a i g h t  f o r w a r d  a n d  had  v e r y  few c r e v a s s e s  showing.

E v e ry o n e  r e t u r n e d  t o  BC by 2 6 t h  A p r i l  f o r  a  r e s t  an d  i t  was  a g r e e d  with  o u r  
s i r d a r  t h a t  t h e  r e t u r n  walk sh o u ld  s t a r t  on 7 t h  May in  o r d e r  t o  r e a c h  
Kathmandu in  t ime t o  c a t c h  r e t u r n  f l i g h t s  t o  t h e  UK. At t h i s  t ime,  Andy, 
Yvonne an d  S t e v e  h a d  n o t  s l e p t  a b o v e  ABC due  t o  a c c l i m a t i s a t i o n  and  
r e s p i r a t o r y  i n f e c t i o n  p ro b lem s .

On 2 7 t h  A pr i l  e v e r y o n e  h a d  moved up t o  ABC f o r  t h e  f i n a l  a s s a u l t  -  i t  was 
a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t ime was g e t t i n g  s h o r t  s in ce  t h e  a p p r o a c h  was l o n g e r  and  more 
d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  a n t i c i p a t e d ,  a n d  a l t i t u d e  a c c l i m a t i s a t i o n  was only  j u s t  be ing  
a c h ie v e d .

On 2 8 t h  A pr i l  t h e  snowhole a t  Camp 1 was e n l a r g e d  t o  hold  4 p e o p le  an d  a  
r o p e  f i x e d  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  E a s t  Col f o r  o u r  d e s c e n t  o n to  t h e  lower B arun  
g l a c i e r ,  an d  s u b s e q u e n t  r e t u r n .  Andy an d  Yvonne c a r r i e d  some s t o r e s  ab o v e  
ABC and  camped h igh  on t h e  mora ine ,  and  t h e  rem a in in g  4 o c c u p ie d  t h e  
snowhole.  In o u r  a b s e n c e  some of t h e  food  c a c h e  a t  camp 1 h ad  been  s t o l e n  by  
b i r d s  (choughs),  d e s p i t e  b e in g  in p l a s t i c  b a g s  in t h e  snowhole, a  r e m in d e r  
t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  h a d  t o  be  b u r i e d  t o  keep  i t  s a f e ,  a  p o l i c y  a l r e a d y  a d o p t e d  
a t  ABC.

W eather  up  t o  now h a d  fo l lowed  a well e s t a b l i s h e d  p a t t e r n ,  with  c l e a r  s k i e s  
e a c h  morning, b u t  i n c r e a s i n g  c lo u d  a f t e r  midday an d  some show ers  o f  v a r y i n g  
i n t e n s i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  I t  was  f r e q u e n t l y  windy h i g h e r  up  and  
s p i n d r i f t  was e v i d e n t  a lo n g  t h e  r i d g e s  a b o v e  us .  T r a c k s  on t h e  g l a c i e r  were 
o f t e n  f i l l e d  in each  morning a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  show ers  o r  wind.

The SE r i d g e  of B a r u n t s e

On 1 s t  May, t h e  4 o f  u s  a t  Camp 1 moved o n to  t h e  lower Barun  g l a c i e r  f o r  
■ t h e  f i r s t  t ime, and  c r o s s e d  t h e  n e a r l y  l e v e l  p l a t e a u  t o  a  s t e e p e n i n g  j u s t  
n o r t h  of West Col. (This co l  l e a d s  down t o  t h e  Hunku v a l l e y ,  o u r  o r i g i n a l  
p l a n n e d  a p p ro a c h . )  At t h i s  t im e  S t e v e  d e c id e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  Camp 1 a s  he was 
s u f f e r i n g  with  c o n t i n u e d  r e s p i r a t o r y  p rob lem s ,  so P a u l  and  t h e  two Daves  
a s c e n d e d  t h e  s t e e p  g l a c i e r  t o  a smal l  col  a t  6420m, a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  SE 
r i d g e  of B a r u n t s e .  T h e re  was p l e n t y  of snow on t h e  g l a c i e r  which made 
walk ing h a r d  work a n d  p r o b a b l y  o b s c u r e d  mos t of t h e  c r e v a s s e s .  Those t h a t  
we d id  e n c o u n t e r  we saw well  in a d v a n c e .  I t  was c lo u d y ,  co ld  and  windy by 
now and  a  snowhole f o r  3 was soon dug  in a  s n o w d r i f t  in a c r e v a s s e .  On t h e  
same d ay  Andy and  Yvonne r e a c h e d  Camp 1 and  p i t c h e d  a  t e n t  on t h e  g l a c i e r  
below i t .  They s p e n t  two n i g h t s  t h e r e ,  with S t e v e  in t h e  snowhole,  b e f o r e  
r e t u r n i n g  t o  ABC. They were  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  a c c l i m a t i s e d  t o  t h e  a l t i t u d e  t o  
c o n t i n u e  any  h ig h e r ,  in t h e  t ime rem ain ing .

The 2nd May was f i n e  wi th  l e s s  wind and  some e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r i d g e  a b o v e  
Camp 2 was a t t e m p t e d ,  b u t  much o f  t h e  t ime was t a k e n  r e s t i n g ,  in 
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a  summit a t t e m p t  n e x t  day .

P a u l  and  Dave H a t t o n  l e f t  Camp 2 a t  Sam on t h e  3 r d  May on a  c l e a r  s t i l l  
morning. David B ee r  r e m a in ed  beh ind  a s  he was i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  a c c l i m a t i s e d  t o  
t h e  a l t i t u d e .  Very v a r i a b l e  snow c o n d i t i o n s  were  e n c o u n t e r e d  a s  t h e  SE 
r i d g e  of B a r u n t s e  was a s c e n d e d ,  with  some good i c e  u p  t o  a n  a n g le  o f  a b o u t  
45  d e g r e e s  and  some d e e p e r  snow making f o r  h a r d  work in p l a c e s .  As t h e  sun



r o s e  and  p ic k ed  o u t  p e a k  a f t e r  p e a k  we r e a l i s e d  how p r i v e l e d g e d  we were  t o  
be  a b l e  t o  en joy  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .  A col a t  6600m was r e a c h e d  f a i r l y  e a s i l y  
w i th  a  s u b s i d i a r y  p e a k  (6745m) t o  t h e  e a s t .  The r o u t e  t h e n  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  a  
s e r i e s  of i c e  c l i f f s  and  snow c o v e r e d  c r e v a s s e s ,  t a k i n g  a  few v e r t i c a l  s t e p s  
d i r e c t  b e f o r e  e x i t i n g  o n to  t h e  w e s t  s id e  of t h e  r i d g e  p r o p e r .  S e v e r a l  smal l  
c r e v a s s e s  an d  ro c k  b a n d s  were  c r o s s e d  and  some s t e e p  c l imbing  was n e c e s s a r y  
a s  t h e  r i d g e  i t s e l f  was r e g a i n e d .  This  was t h e n  fo l lowed  u n t i l  i t  n a r ro w e d  
f u r t h e r  t o  a  kn i fe  e d g e ,  a t  an  a l t i t u d e  of 6880m, a n d  u n d u l a t e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  
h u n d r e d  m e t r e s  b e f o r e  m ee t in g  some more i c e  c l i f f s  below a  m arked  c l e f t  in 
t h e  sky l ine .  T h e r e a f t e r  t h e  r i d g e  a p p e a r e d  t o  b r o a d e n  and  c o n t i n u e  e a s i l y  
t o  t h e  summit.

To t h e  e a s t  of t h e  k n i f e  e d g e  was a  d a n g e r o u s  look ing  c o r n i c e  a b o v e  a f i e l d  
of t o t t e r i n g  s e r a c s .  The snow s lo p e  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  was v e r y  p o o r  and  
s u g a r y  a t  a b o u t  70  d e g r e e s ,  an d  t h e  whole a r e a  a p p e a r e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
u n s t a b l e .  The snow e x t e n d e d  down s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  m e t r e s  t o  t h e  t o p  of a  
r o c k  s lo p e  which was lo o se  an d  s h a t t e r e d ,  f a l l i n g  s t e e p l y  down n e a r l y  1000m 
t o  t h e  Hunku g l a c i e r .  The c limbing  h ad  been  going  r e a l l y  well a n d  we were 
b o t h  f e e l i n g  f i t  d e s p i t e  t h e  l a c k  of oxygen. We were  u n a b le  t o  f in d  a n y t h i n g  
s o l id  t o  b e l a y  t o  a n d  my i c e  a x e  h ad  a l r e a d y  made a  few s p e c t a c u l a r  h o le s  
t h r o u g h  t h e  c o r n i c e ,  so w i th  some r e g r e t  we d e c i d e d  t o  t u r n  back .  At t h e  
t ime we d i d n ’t  f e e l  d i s a p p o i n t e d  a t  a l l ,  i t  was  t h e  only  ’ s e n s i b l e  cho ice ,  
b o rn e  o u t  by my p h o t o g r a p h s  l a t e r .  We commenced o u r  d e s c e n t  a t  1130am, 
r e a c h i n g  Camp 2 s a f e l y  t h a t  . a f t e r n o o n .  The w e a t h e r  r em a ined  f i n e  an d  sunny  
w i th  l i g h t  winds.

The fo llowing d a y  we c l e a r e d  o u r  r u b b i s h  from camp 2 and  s e t  o f f  b a c k  down 
t h e  mounta in ,  em p ty ing  camp 1 a s  we p a s s e d ,  an d  jo in e d  t h e  o t h e r  3 a t  ABC 
t h e  same d ay .

10 p o r t e r s  a r r i v e d  a t  BC on t h e  6 t h  May and  we were  r e a d y  t o  s t a r t  o u r  walk 
o u t  t h e  fo l lowing d a y ,  a s  p la n n e d .  I t  was fo u n d  t o  be p o s s i b l e  t o  f l y  o u t  from 
T u m l in g ta r ,  a n d  so a v o id  t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  of a  p u b l i c  b u s  j o u r n e y  which was 
c e r t a i n  t o  be  o v e rc ro w d e d  d u e  t o  t h e  f u e l  r a t i o n i n g ,  an d  by 18th  May we were 
a l l  back  in Kathmandu.

Conclus ions

Our main problem seemed t o  be  in g e t t i n g  a c c l i m a t i s e d  t o  a l t i t u d e  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  well t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  c a r r y i n g  an d  climbing n e c e s s a r y  on an 
a l p i n e  s t y l e  e x p e d i t i o n .  3 o f  t h e  team ,  Pau l ,  Dave an d  S t e v e  had  n o t  been  
a b o v e  4800m b e f o r e ,  b u t  t h i s  d id  n o t  seem t o  be t o o  i m p o r t a n t  a s  t h e y  
in c lu d e d  t h e  two who made t h e  summit b id .

The change  o f  a p p r o a c h  r o u t e  p r o b a b l y  had  a l a r g e  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  outcome 
o f  t h e  t r i p  s in ce  t h e r e  h ad  been  much l e s s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a c c l i m a t i s e  
d u r i n g  t h e  walk in. This  m ean t  t h a t  more t ime was n e c e s s a r y  t h a n  h ad  been  
a llowed a t  o r  a b o v e  BC, which was n o t  a s  c lo s e  t o  t h e  SE r i d g e  a s  p la n n ed .  
T r a v e l l i n g  o v e r  t h e  m o ra in e s  was v e r y  t i r i n g  and  t ime consuming f o r  l i t t l e  
a p p a r e n t  g a in  in h e i g h t .  A l o t  of t ime was s p e n t  e x p l o r i n g  a p p r o a c h  r o u t e s  
r a t h e r  t h a n  s e t t i n g  up  h i g h e r  camps , and a  p la n n e d  camp n e a r  t h e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  on t h e  SE r i d g e  was n e v e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  b e c a u s e  of t h i s .

The summit b id  d id  n o t  s u c c e e d  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  snow 
c o n d i t i o n s  found  on t h e  r i d g e .  A n o th e r  a t t e m p t  would h av e  r e q u i r e d  f i x i n g  a 
r o p e  a c r o s s  t h e  b a d  snow o r  more l i k e ly  t h e  ro c k  below i t ,  a n d  was n o t  
p o s s i b l e  wi th  an a l p i n e  s t y l e  a s c e n t  and  such  a  smal l  team  of p e o p le ,  in 
t h e  t ime a v a i l a b l e .
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